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Easter 4C 2016 – John 10: 22-30 

 Eugene was on yet another business trip in yet another city, and at the moment, he was 

not loving life.  Feeling very down he turned the TV off in his motel room and walked over to 

the window to see that his view was of the parking lot behind the motel.  “Great” he said, “why 

not?”  Eugene was tired of his job, tired of travelling and he was missing his family several 

hundred kilometers away.  At that moment as he walked away from the window, Eugene did 

something he had not done in a very long time.  He got down on his knees at the edge of the bed 

and he prayed.  He said, “God, I’m sorry that I haven’t followed you and I know that I haven’t 

been as good a person as I could have, but I just need to hear your voice right now.  If I can just 

hear your voice then I will do whatever it is that you ask me to do.”  Eugene waited for a few 

seconds, and not hearing God speaking to him, promptly stood up, jumped back on the motel 

bed, and as he turned the TV back on he mumbled to himself, “that was stupid.”   

 Today we hear about Jesus walking in the temple in Jerusalem, and once again, he has a 

crowd around him.  This time it is the Jews…..and they are pumping Jesus full of questions.  

Questions like….. “How long will you keep us in suspense?”  “If you are the Messiah, tell us 

plainly.”  In this crowd there are likely some Jews who really want to know if he is the 

Messiah…..they are full of expectation and eagerness.  And then there were some Jews who 

were likely trying to trick him into making a treasonous comment.  And how does Jesus answer 

all of these questions?  He says, “I have told you, and you do not believe.  You do not believe 

because you do not belong to my sheep.  My sheep hear my voice.  I know them, and they follow 

me.”              

 Speaking of sheep and voices, Jesus is pictured as the good shepherd several times 

throughout scripture.  Likely the most well-known story of all of these shepherd images is the 
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parable in Luke 15 where the shepherd leaves the fold…..99 of them to be exact, in order to go 

and find the one stray sheep.  Upon finding the lost sheep, the shepherd is filled with joy.  This is 

a very beautiful story that speaks to most people, because at one time or another we have all been 

a stray lamb.  The words of Jesus that we heard today, broadens and deepens that promise.  Here 

in John 10 we find the word that it is not a single lamb of which Jesus speaks, but the whole 

flock, the church gathered around the world through time, saints present and saints past.  John 

never denies that each member of the church struggles throughout life with the power of sin, but 

he does say that faith and belonging to the flock are connected.  “You do not believe because you 

do not belong to my sheep.”           

 To believe is to know the voice of God.  Our world today is absolutely full of voices that 

compete against the voice of God.  There are many voices calling out for our money.  There are 

many voices calling out for our attention.  There are many voices calling out for our time.  There 

are many voices calling out for our love.  There are many voices calling out for our energy.  And 

all of these voices shouting at us from sunrise to sundown can get very confusing.  At a college 

baseball game in the United States a dog wandered onto the playing field.  The game was 

stopped so that the dog could be removed.  The umpires tried to shoo him off.  The players 

yelled and hollered at him.  “Get out of here…..go home!”  Even the crowd got into the act 

adding to the noise.  The dog was thoroughly confused, ran here, ran there, and finally lay down 

on third base, refusing to move.  The poor dog could not hear a dominant voice in all of the 

shouting and confusion so it just gave up.         

 The confirmation students have been studying the Lord’s Prayer in their classes recently.  

And today we take a look at “but deliver us from evil.”  Martin Luther said that in this part of the 

Lord’s Prayer we ask God to deliver us from all kinds of evil, both physical and spiritual.  Last 
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Sunday the students heard a quote of Martin Luther’s….. “you may not be able to stop the crows 

from flying over your head, but you can stop them from making a nest in your hair.”  This is 

brother Martin’s colorful way of saying that we have to stay busy.  If we don’t stay busy in 

life…..if we don’t stay busy in our efforts to stay away from all forms of evil, then the crows will 

have a chance to land on your head and make a nest in your hair.  If we don’t spend time seeking 

out the voice of our shepherd, the other voices of the world will take root instead.  Confirmation 

students…..the servant events that you are asked to do are more than just a hoop you have to 

jump through in order to be confirmed.  They are an opportunity to stay busy in service so that 

the crows don’t land on your head.  They are an opportunity for you to discover your gifts and 

where your personal passions lay.  They are an opportunity for you to focus on the voice of your 

good shepherd.             

 So what is the voice of Jesus?  What does his voice actually sound like?  Eugene was 

listening for words to come from above.  He was listening for an actual voice.  I had a seminary 

professor describe the voice of our shepherd as a feeling…..an urge….or a desire that comes 

from within.  What Eugene failed to understand was that the urge he had to get on his knees and 

pray in the motel room was the voice of his good shepherd.  Eugene heard the voice, he 

responded in prayer, but sadly failed to understand it as such.  The crows had made a nest in his 

hair.              

 Jesus the good shepherd, as we have heard goes relentlessly after his stray sheep, but he 

also relentlessly gathers them back to his fold.  He gives them eternal life, and they will never 

perish…..and what’s more, no one will snatch them out of his hand.  It is easy to get distracted in 

a faith life.  It is easy to become confused by all of the competing voices.  It is easy to 

stray…..but please know that God’s grace is sufficient for you.  Please know that if you have 
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strayed, you are not cut out of the shepherd’s flock.  Jesus says, “no one can snatch you out of 

the Father’s hand.”            

 To believe is to hear the voice of your good shepherd…..in order to hear his voice among 

the many distractions, stay in the Word, stay in worship, stay in fellowship, spend time educating 

yourself…..spend time in service and mission. When we do these things we will be strengthened 

and we will be better able to hear the voice that gives life, joy and hope.  You will be better able 

to hear the voice that says, “come to me”….. “you are mine” …..and “I love you.”  When we 

hear the voice of our good shepherd we will be better able to resist the evil and the temptations 

of the voices of the world.  When we hear the voice of our good shepherd we will be better able 

to hear his promises, which by the way, are eternal.  These promises will stay with us throughout 

life, holding us, keeping us, guiding us, driving us, even up to the day when, at the 

commendation for burial, this good shepherd is asked to receive us as we are….. “a sheep of 

your own fold, a lamb of your own flock.”          

 Trust his voice, not your own.  Trust his voice, not the voices of the world.  Follow that 

voice; that urge, that feeling, that desire of your soul…..and leave the crows up in the air and in 

the trees where they belong.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   

   

  

  

  


